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Pre-Kindergarten - Second Grade

Before and After School Programs Available

Open House Date: December 3

Quality, tradition, and a little dose of magic

7300 River Road, Bethesda Maryland 20817
p: 301.365.4355 f: 301.469.8611 www.theprimarydayschool.org

Every year between Christmas and New
Year’s, the Potomac Almanac turns its pages
over to the contributions of local students.
We are seeking artwork, photography, poetry,
opinions, short stories and reflections. We
welcome contributions from public schools,
private schools and students who are home
schooled.

E-mail to: PhotoP@connectionnews
papers.com, or mail or deliver contributions
by Dec. 4, to 1606 King St., Alexandria, VA
22314. Please be sure to include the student’s
name, age, grade, school and town of resi-
dence along with each submission. For infor-
mation, call 703-778-9410.

Be a Part of CHILDREN’S (& TEENS’) ALMANAC

Education●Learning●Fun

Billie-Jean Bensen, principal of
Herbert Hoover Middle School in
Potomac, is the winner of this year’s
Mark Mann Excellence and Harmony
Award. Montgomery County Public
Schools gives the award annually to
an administrator who has shown an
exceptional ability to encourage
academic excellence, positive human
relations, and strong community
outreach. The award is named in
honor of Dr. Mark Mann, former
principal of Parkland Junior High
School, who died in 1988.

Superintendent Jerry D. Weast
presented the award at an Oct. 21
meeting of MCPS administrators and
supervisors.

Staff and parents who nominated
Bensen for the award praised her as a
“21st century leader who realizes
that developing and maintaining
positive relationships with every
student, staff member, and parent is
integral to student success.” She is
noted for digging deep into student
data in order to focus instruction on
the needs of individual students.

Norwood School, a K-8 coeduca-
tional, independent school, appears
on the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s new Top 20 K-12 Schools
list of the largest green power
purchasers among primary and
secondary schools.

The Top 20 K-12 Schools List,
which debuted on Oct. 26, is one of
10 Top Partner Lists that EPA
releases quarterly, highlighting some
of America’s largest green power
purchasers. Norwood School
currently ranks No. 7 on EPA’s Top
20 K-12 Schools list. All of EPA’s Top

Partner Lists are available at http://
www.epa.gov/greenpower/toplists/.

Tendai A. M’ndange-Pfupfu of
Potomac is enrolled at Colby College
in Waterville, Maine, this fall. Before
classes began, each student took part
in an orientation that included an
introduction to Colby’s rigorous
academics, rich cultural life, and
community involvement opportuni-
ties as well as a three-day outdoor
excursion. Tendai A. M’ndange-
Pfupfu is a graduate of Sidwell
Friends School and the son of
Tamburai M’ndange-Pfupfu and Laura
Rubinstein of Potomac.

Boston University awarded
academic degrees to 1,603 students
in September 2009. Receiving
degrees from Potomac were Aditya
S. Banerjee, Bachelor of Arts in
International Relations; and Alex H.
Kao, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology.
Receiving degrees from Bethesda
were Daniel S. Dahlman, Bachelor
of Science in Communication, Cum
Laude; and Yasmine Basseghi,
Doctor of Dental Medicine in
Dentistry.

Nov. 27 – Dec. 31
“The Nutcracker”

Tchaikovsky’s musical adaptation of
the E. T. A. Hoffman story is brought
to life by the magic of The Puppet
Co. “The Nutcracker” is the festive
story of Clara-Marie’s adventures
with her favorite toy. 50 minutes.
Age recommendation: K–Adult.
Performances on Thursdays and

Fridays at 10  a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
and on Saturdays and Sundays at
11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Tickets, $10;
group rates available. Call 301-634-
5380 or visit www.thepuppetco.org.

“Tiny Tots”
Wednesday, Dec. 2

“Nutcracker Fantasy”
Saturday, Dec. 5

“Penguin’s Playground”
Saturday, Dec. 19

“Nutcracker Fantasy”
Saturday, Jan. 2

“Snow Show”
Sunday, Jan. 3

“Winter Wonderland”
The Puppet Co. presents “Tiny

Tots @ 10,” a program designed for
youngest theater patrons (ages 0 - 4).
The shows are shorter, the lights stay
on, the doors stay open and the show
is set up on the floor.

Performances on select Wednes-
days and Saturdays each month at 10
a.m. Tickets, $5, adults and children
(including babies).  Reservations
strongly recommended.  Call 301-
634-5380 visit www.thepuppetco.org.

Adventure Theatre continues its
literary series with seven popular
children’s book adaptations. Experi-
ence the journey from reading the
books at home to seeing the plays
unfold before your eyes. Book Club
performances are always on Sun-
days at 1:30 p.m. at the theatre in
Glen Echo Park. Recommended for
children ages 4 and up. $10/family.
Call 301-634-2270 or visit
www.adventuretheatre.org.

Now through Nov. 20
“Toyland.” The Puppet Co. Playhouse specializes in live puppet theater. This adaptation of Victor
Herbert’s musical fantasy includes such familiar pieces as “Toyland” and “March of the Toys.” 40
minutes. Age recommendation: PreK – Grade 4. Performances on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
at 10  a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Tickets, $10; group
rates available. Call 301-634-5380 or visit www.thepuppetco.org.

To have an item listed mail to almanac@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper. Call 703-778-9412

●School Notes


