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Education●Learning●Fun

Getting in to
U-Va. Northern Virginians want more

local students admitted to state
colleges, but at what cost?

How Virginia Compares for Accepting In-state Students
Virginia’s most competitive public universities and colleges often accept fewer in-state students

than other high-profile state schools. Here is a comparison of Virginia schools rankings according to
U.S. News and World Report as well as its tuition costs for in-state and out-of-state students. The
following information was taken from the Web site of universities and colleges.

National Percentage of In-state Out-of-state
College/University  Public School freshman class Tuition** Tuition**

Ranking* from home state
University of California – Berkeley 1 85 $9,748 $32,418
University of California – Los Angeles 2 90 $8,266 $30,935
University of Virginia 3 68.5 $9,870 $31,870
University of Michigan – Ann Arbor 4 66 $11,037 $33,069
University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 5 82 $5.396.76 $22,293.76
College of William & Mary 6 65 $10,800 $30,964
Georgia Institute of Technology 7 60 $6,070 $24,280
University of California – San Diego 7 97 $8,816 $31,485
University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign 9 87 $12,122 $26,802
University of Wisconsin – Madison 9 56.4 $8,313 $23,063
Virginia Tech 29 73.6 $6,332 $18,789
James Madison University unknown 70.3 $7,244 $19,376

* based on U.S. News and World  Report 2010 rankings
** This figure does not include on-campus housing costs

EARLY FALL
● Finalize schools that you plan to

inquire about.
● Request admissions and financial

aid material by phone or online.
● Review admissions materials to

determine which schools to visit.
● Keep a calendar of pertinent

deadlines for admission and
financial aid and procedures, such
as when schools start taking
reservations for individual tours
and interviews.

● Register for standardized tests—
the SSAT or ISEE (for middle
school and high school).

● Review the test Web sites to learn
procedures and see sample
questions; consider whether you
want to buy a test-preparation
book.

● Call to schedule individual tours,
interviews, class visits, and “shadow
days.” Ask elementary schools
about their test schedules and how
to make an appointment.

OCTOBER
● Visit open houses.
● Call to schedule tours, interviews,

class visits, and school-based tests if
you haven’t already.

● Attend information sessions and
take tours.

● Finalize school(s) to which you will
make application.

● Take standardized test.

NOVEMBER
● Follow through on activities you

may not have completed, such as
scheduling tours, interviews, class
visits, and standardized or school-

based tests.
● Continue to watch for open houses

you may want to attend.
● Start lining up teacher

recommendations.
● Start working on applications,

financial aid forms, student
questionnaires, essays, etc.

DECEMBER
● Complete any remaining

applications, questionnaires, etc.
● Most application materials are due

in January or early February.

JANUARY
● Pay attention to deadlines: Most

schools’ applications, tests scores,
references, transcripts, and
financial aid forms are due in
January or February.

● Request transcripts at the end of
your child’s first semester.

FEBRUARY
● Don’t miss the deadlines: Most

schools’ applications are due in
February at the latest.

● Do school visits or shadow days for
the student if you haven’t already.

MARCH
● Watch for school decisions starting

in mid-March.
● Watch for financial aid decisions

about this same time.

APRIL
● Sign and return enrollment

contracts and deposits.

MAY TO SEPTEMBER
● Attend events and activities for new

parents and students during spring
and summer.

●Private School Search Timeline

SOURCE: National Association of Independent Schools, www.nais.org/go/parents


