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Fairfax High School seniors join in
the Oct. 2 Homecoming parade.
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Education●Learning●Fun

By Reed S. Albers

Logan Graham, 8, spends his
after-school time with his
friend Reggie Nelson, 7,
playing on their Nintendo DS

systems, working on homework and
letting off pent-up energy by practic-
ing karate.

His mother, Tina Graham, couldn’t
be happier with that regimen of after-
school activities.

“We’ve been doing [after-
school karate] for two years,”
Tina Graham said. “I was
looking for something differ-
ent for him to do. I looked at a
few other after-school activi-
ties, but the results we saw
from [karate] and the disci-
pline were perfect for him.”

The Enshin Karate studios,
located in Burke, Springfield,
Fairfax, Oakton, Annandale,
Alexandria, Reston and
Herndon all offer a structured
after-school program.

At 2 p.m., Sensei Ali
Farashkhani picks up the members of
his after-school karate program and
takes them to the Springfield-based
gym.

From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., the youths
enjoy working on their homework,

interacting with one another and, of
course, kicking the sand bag and
learning the ancient martial art of
karate.

The studio also offers a variety of
karate training techniques and ath-
letic games.

“It’s very enjoyable for the chil-
dren,” Farashkhani said. “We play
games a lot. If the kids play games,
then they want to

learn more about
karate. If you just do straight training,
they don’t want to do it anymore after
school.”

A typical karate training session
lasts one hour at Enshin Karate and

the remaining time is used to mentor
and let the children catch up with
their studies.

“We teach them about more than
just karate,” Farashkhani said.

For those who may not be inter-
ested in learning a hand-to-hand
martial art, another option is the
sport of fencing.

Fencing coach Dan Taylor, owner of
the Have Blade Will Travel fencing
school, has been visiting Northern
Virginia grade schools since 2005 to
teach children about the sport in an
after-school activity session.

Despite the fact that fencing is not a
mainstream sport, Taylor said chil-
dren enjoy the after-school activity.

“At first kids think that [fencing] is
like ‘Pirates of the Caribbean,’ “
Taylor said. “But then they learn a lot
of discipline from the sport.”

In the program’s four years, Taylor

Area after-school programs provide
fun and education to young students.
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Sensei Ali Farashkhani poses with his after-school program students at Enshin
Karate in Springfield. Sensei Ali Farashkhani helps youths fill their after-school hours
with games and karate training at Enshin Karate in Springfield.
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Dan Taylor (center) gives youths a chance to try a nontraditional
after-school sport through his Have Blade Will Travel fencing

“At first kids
think that
[fencing] is like
‘Pirates of the
Caribbean.‘ But
then they learn a
lot of discipline
from the sport.”

— Dan Taylor,
Have Blade Will Travel

said that he has never had a
child suffer an injury.

“We use tempered steel foils
that are meant to bend on
impact and we wear all the
protective equipment that you
need [to fence],” he said. “We
always stress safety in this
sport. It’s our No. 1 concern.”

Children ages 4 to 7 also can
also participate in fencing with
Nerf swords, not fencing foils,
to play with.

“We want to get the younger
kids involved,” he said. “It’s
not quite like the traditional
fencing. It’s a little bit more
like ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’

with them.”
Since sports don’t suit every child’s

interests, the Cub Rub Recreation
Center in Chantilly offers some
alternatives.

The recreation center, which fea-
tures two pools and a weight lifting
facility, also has nature classes in the
spring for those who wish to learn
about the world around them.

“We have our after-school nature
programs in the spring and we have
family programs on the weekends,”
Naturalist Tammy Schwab said.

Classes in the spring include “Stu-
pendous Science,” a class about
animals, a survey of scientific informa-
tion and “Wizard Science.”

“‘Wizard Science’ is based on what
Harry Potter would be doing at
Hogwarts,” Schwab said. “It covers
topics such as botany and strange
animals.”
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Students at Waynewood Elementary School in Alexandria practice fencing tech-
niques.

Fencing, Karate
or Botany?


